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WHY SEARCH PARTY?

Search Party enables teachers to
e See the process their students are taking to
search through Google
e View overall trends in students’ search

WHAT IS SEARCH PARTY

Search Party is a beta-version web based
application that enables teachers to view how
students search for information on Google.

Teachers sign into the tool through a Gmail account
and can create an “Activity” that is split into specific
search tasks. When an activity is created, it is

techniques
See how many steps it takes for students to
complete a search

e Observe when a student feels that an action is
successful, and what answers find from the
search

e View students’ searches individually as well as
overall class statistics

assigned a code that teachers can give to students
to enter the activity. When students enter the code,
they can view and complete each task and teachers
can monitor student activity.

SETTING AND MATERIALS

Who? 4th grade science students How long? One 45 minute session Goal 1: Introduce students to a new
Where? School computer lab Materials? One computer per student. unit of electricity
Gmail address for teacher Goal 2: Test students’ search behavior

TEACHER VIEW: PREPARING ACTIVITY

Create activity

PREPARATION

The instructor will have to complete some
preparation tasks in Search Party prior to the
lesson: &
1. Log in as teacher through
http://search-party.appspot.com

CREATE ACTIVITY
Activity name

STOP ALL ACTIVITIES Intro to Electricity!

\
\\ Step 3

-

Class name (optional)

Ms. Claire's 4th Grade Science Class

Activity description

2 . Cllck “Create ACtIVIty” Step 2 We will search for information on our new unit of electricity
3. Enter the activity and class hame Step 4 Jrs
4. Provide a description of the activity that Tasks

StUdentS WI” VIeW Task #1 name Task #1 description
5. Break the assignment into search tasks What Is an electrical current?

and describe each task if necessary. =,
6. Press “Create activity” and copy the D Sl e — Task #2 description

What are two things you need for elect When you search, use no more than

two words from the question.|

activity code from the upper right hand
corner.

g



http://search-party.appspot.com/

STUDENT VIEW

1. What is an electrical

Step
2
Problem
(none)
Response
It's a thing.

5 |

MNote

}' I found a video but not really sure
“what it's about

TEACHER
VIEW:
ANALYSES
XAMPLES

PROCEDURE FOR STUDENTS

1. Students log into SearchParty as a
student and enter their name and the
activity number to access the tasks

2. Students can select task to complete in
the upper left hand corner

3. Students enter search in search bar

4. When they click on a link, students can
check it as helpful or not helpful

5. When they want to, they can enter a
response and notes for the task.

e —what is an electrical current?]

About 30,800,000 results (0.18 seconds)

Electric current - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Electric current is a flow of electric charge through a conductive medium. In electric circuits this charge
is often carried by moving electrons in a wire. It can also ...

What is an electrical current
For example. an electric current in salt water is composed of positively charged sodium atoms moving in
one direction, while negatively charged chlorine atoms ...

What is an electric current?
To understand what an electrical current is, you have to understand a little bit about the atom. Check
out All About Atoms. Anyway, in a nutshell, atoms are split ...

What is electrical current? - Yahoo! Answers India
Electric current is the flow (movement) of electric charge. The SI unit of electric current is the ampere
(A), which is equal to a flow of one coulomb of ...

Electric Current
_ Electric Current._ If the two requirements of an electric circuit are met. then charge will flaw
= through the external circuit. It is said that there is a current - a flow of ...

Electrical Current
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. After reading this section you will be able to do the following: Explain how an
electrical current is produced. Electricity is a term used to ...

OPTIONS FOR TEACHERS

e View trends in activities while search is
occurring and personally assist students
who report many unhelpful links, are
taking lots of time to complete the task, or
produce problematic responses.

¢ Analyze statistics after the lesson to
observe trends and formulate an approach
to the next lesson.
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